
 

 
 
 

 

ADOPTION PROCEDURES 
Please carefully evaluate your needs and commitment towards adopting a horse, as rescue horses are frequently victims of abuse, 
neglect, may be elderly, physically limited, and may require special care or training. Horses adopted from MVHR include no 
guarantees regarding soundness or temperament. 

No horse adopted from MVHR is to be used for breeding, racing or sold at auction. In the event the owner of adopted 
horse would no longer be able to care for the horse, the owner will notify MVHR and release said horse only to MVHR. In the 
event of owner’s death, adopted horse must be released only to MVHR within ten (10) days of the date of death of owner. In the 
event the owner wishes to sell the horse, the owner will notify MVHR who in turn will have first right of refusal. 

There is a minimum adoption fee of $250 for any horse placed.  Adoption fees vary depending on the training, age and medical 
condition of the horse. If within the first 30 days after adopting a horse you do not feel the horse is suited for you, you agree to 
notify MVHR immediately and release said horse to MVHR. 

Adoption fees are refundable during the first 30 days. If after 30 days you decide that the horse is not suitable the adopter agrees 
to return the horse to MVHR with no refund of adoption fee.   

1. If these conditions would be acceptable to you, please contact MVHR to see if there is a suitable horse available. 
2. Once a suitable horse has been found, we will ask you to come for an evaluation visit. You will be asked to work with 

the horse (groom, lead and ride) a number of times. This is done to make sure you and the horse have been 
appropriately paired. 

3. Once visits have been successful, from perspective of both MVHR staff and yourself, you will be asked to fill out the 
adoption application/contract. 

4. Your application will be considered for approval by the MVHR board. 
5. Once approved, you may enter into a 30 day trial period with your adoptive horse.  During this time you will care for 

your horse in all aspects (health, training, care) including covering all of your horse’s expenses. 
6. If at the end of the 30 day trial period both yourself and MVHR are certain of a good match, the adoption fee must be 

paid, and MVHR will transfer the horse’s brand inspection into your name. 
7. Three follow-up visits within the first year of ownership will be made by MVHR to ensure that you and the horse are 

happy and doing well together. 
 
*MVHR reserves the right to turn down an adoption application if at any time they feel the match is not suitable.  
 
*If the adoption goes through and the horse must be repossessed for any reason, there is no refund or reimbursement for the 
adoption fee and costs incurred.  
 
*Applications are reviewed on a first come, first serve basis.  
 
*If MVHR does not have a suitable horse for you when you first contact us, we will keep your information on file and call you 
when an appropriate horse becomes available. 
 
Please sign and date here to indicate you understand and accept MVHR terms and procedures of adoption: 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 
ADOPTION APPLICATION and CONTRACT 

 
Thank you for your interest in adopting an MVHR horse. Please review the terms very carefully as it is our goal to 

make this a positive experience for you and the horse that will be under your care. If you have any questions, please 
contact us at (970) 653-0185. 

 
Date:___________ Name:__________________________________________________________________________ 
Physical Address:_______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Mailing Address (if different):_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone number(s):______________________________________________________________________________________ 
E-mail Address:________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

1) Is this your first horse?  _______    If no, when did you own a horse?_______________________________________ 

 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2) Do you own any horses now? ______________________________________________________________________ 

 If yes, what are their ages, gender, breed?_____________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
3) What type of horse are you looking for? (breed, size, age, gender, color?)_____________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
4)  Who will be the primary handler/rider?_______________________________________________________________ 
 What is their age and experience?___________________________________________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________  
 
5)   a) What is your level of experience with horses? (please circle one) 
 *Beginner: new around horses, can control a quiet horse at a walk or trot 
 *Advanced Beginner: can control a quiet horse at a walk, trot, canter or gallop 
 *Intermediate: can handle a horse at all gaits  
 *Experienced: can handle spirited/unpredictable horses in different environments/situations 
 *Very experienced: experienced in training horses or experience with green horses 
 

b) What level of horse are you looking for? (please circle one) 
 *Beginner: gentle and calm horse that beginner/child could handle 
 *Advanced Beginner: horse is generally calm, but not suited for new rider or small child 
 *Intermediate: Horse occasionally tests rider and may act up (e.g., bucking, spooking) 
 *Experienced: horse is spirited, needs some training 
 *Very experienced: horse has never been under saddle, spirited and needs training 
 
6) What discipline/activities would you like to do with your adoptive horse?____________________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  
7) Would you be willing to adopt a horse with special needs? ________________________________________________ 
 
8) Will your horse be kept at your home or boarding stable?_________________________________________________ 
 
 If boarding, please provide name, address, phone number and barn manager of stable:__________________________ 
 _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
  



9) Please provide the name and number of your veterinarian and farrier: 
 Veterinarian:____________________________________________ Phone:______________________________ 

  Farrier:________________________________________________ Phone:______________________________ 
 
10) Please provide 2 references, unrelated to you, that can confirm your ability to care for a horse: 
 Name: _______________________________________________ Phone:______________________________ 
 Address:______________________________________________________________________________________ 
   
 Name: _______________________________________________ Phone: ______________________________ 
 
 Address: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 
   
 
11) Are you affiliated in any way with MVHR?  If yes, how? _________________________________________________ 
  
12) How did you hear about us?  ______________________________________________________________________ 
 
By submitting this form you agree to and understand the following terms: 
 
For and in consideration of the Mountain Valley Horse Rescue (MVHR), a Colorado 501(c)(3) nonprofit corporation granting the 
undersigned permission to enter upon MVHR’s facility and/or allowing the undersigned to participate in equestrian activities on 
its premises, the undersigned hereby assumes any and all risk of loss or injury to the undersigned’s person and/or property, 
whether anticipated or unanticipated, arising from such entry upon MVHR’s premises and/or the undersigned’s participation in 
any equestrian activities. 

  
No horse adopted from MVHR is to be used for breeding, racing or sold at auction. In the event the Caregiver (owner of 
adopted horse) would no longer be able to care for the horse, the Caregiver will notify MVHR and release said horse only to 
MVHR. In the event of Caregiver’s death, named horse must be released only to MVHR within ten (10) days of the date of death 
of Caregiver.  

Caregiver agrees to provide proper care and basic maintenance of the horse including, but not limited to: proper feed, shelter, 
dental care, hoof care, access to clean water, and vet care if illness or injury should occur. 

Caregiver agrees to allow MVHR Board Members and volunteers to set up scheduled visits for evaluation of the care of your 
horse, and the success of the adoption. Liability waivers will be signed by all board members and volunteers before entering your 
property. 
 
Caregivers agree to provide photographs to MVHR of the adopted horse upon request, for use in documenting the adoption and 
in marketing for MVHR. 

If within the first 30 days after adopting a horse you do not feel the horse is suited for you, you agree to notify MVHR 
immediately and release said horse to MVHR.  

By signing below, I agree to the above terms and certify that the information on the application is correct and true to 
the best of my knowledge. I give MVHR and its officers permission to verify all information contained therein. I 
understand that the adoption fee is nonrefundable if the adopted horse must be returned to MVHR for any reason. 
 
__________________________________________________________________ _____________________   
Signature         Date 

 
Application may be returned to: 

 
Mountain Valley Horse Rescue 

33933 Colorado River Road 
McCoy, CO 81631 

(970) 653-0185 
www.mvhr.net 
info@mvhr.net 

 
 

http://www.mvhr.net/
mailto:info@mvhr.net

